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Did you know...

PANIU OFFICER CHECKING EQUIPMENT

SCANNING OF CESAR MARKED MACHINERY

èè

The Plant and Agricultural National
Intelligence Unit is a specialist Police Unit

èè

We offer support and advice to help you
identify any type of plant or agricultural
machinery

èè

We maintain the most accurate police
database of all stolen machines throughout
the UK

èè

We record all national theft data and have
access to the PNC and the majority of plant
insurers and manufacturers loss data

èè

We disseminate intelligence and statistical
information regarding organised criminal
networks working in your area

èè

We can provide suitable ‘sting’ machinery
at nil cost

èè

We provide training and advice to officers
around identification and investigative
techniques

You can contact PANIU during office hours by calling 0207
or email paniu@met.police.uk

PANIU IS STAFFED BY POLICE OFFICERS THERE TO HELP YOU!
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Introduction // PANIU

Introduction
Forward by Detective Inspector Caroline Clooney
Welcome to the New Year and the PANIU report which reflects back on 2018

Caroline Clooney
Detective Inspector
Plant & Agricultural
National Intelligence
Unit (PANIU)
Organised Vehicle
Crime Unit
Metropolitan Police
Service

In this report you will be able to read about the excellent partnership work that has taken place between
police and partners in addition to reviewing the theft statistics for 2018.
Demand on the police is growing fast and our work is becoming more complex. We face challenges in
terms of the sheer volume and scale of demands and it all has an impact on victim satisfaction.
It is clear that the growing complexity of the issues cannot be tackled in isolation so we need to be more
creative and have constructive solutions, working with our partners and communities to achieve this so that
we can build greater public awareness.
We need to seize opportunities to collate and analyse meaningful data to inform our thinking and help
us make the right decisions, in addition to using digital technology to ensure that we are fit to police in the
modern age.
It is important that theft is reported to police at the earliest opportunity. This not only maximises the
likelihood of recovery, but also enables PANIU to understand the extent of machinery theft across the UK.
We are currently working in partnership with the Construction Equipment Association (CEA) and Secured
By Design (SBD) to launch a public crime prevention awareness campaign.
With changes in society, technology, policing and industry, PANIU want to test new ideas and be
innovative in our processes and how we work to improve our service.
The Introduction of the UK PANIU police network in 2018 has greatly contributed to raising awareness
and increasing opportunities to recover stolen machinery. Cross border crime information is also being
shared to increase opportunities to link offences and recover stolen items. The use of instant messaging
technology by the network is already enabling officers to seek and obtain prompt advice from colleagues
across the country.
In addition we are developing a police educational toolkit which will be rolled out nationally.
Last year PANIU supported the Combined Industry Theft Solution (CITS) workshops with police
colleagues from the METS Fraud and Linked Crime online team (FALCON) This was a table top exercise
designed to explore the decisions that people make, in order to protect their businesses from modern day
threats, such as hacking and malware attacks, in addition to physical security and crime prevention. Positive
feedback was received and CITS are arranging some further workshops this year.
PANIU have been also planning towards ‘Brexit’ and are in consultation with colleagues to identify how
we can continue to share information with International Law Enforcement colleagues when we leave the
EU.
Machinery theft affecting the Construction & Agricultural industries continue to be at the heart of
everything that PANIU do and I wish you all the very best for the year ahead.

PANIU would not be possible without the assistance and funding from our donors:

T: +44 (0) 207 230 7290 (office hours)
E: paniu@met.pnn.police.uk
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(MOPAC). The control of the
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PANIU diary
PANIU NATIONAL POLICE NETWORK
In July 2018 we created the PANIU NATIONAL POLICE NETWORK (PNPN), a network
of now over 100 frontline Police officers. The PNPN creates a live link to the frontline
in every UK Police force. These officers have many different skills, and between them
a vast amount of knowledge and experience. The PNPN is enabling PANIU to deliver
continuous training to officers up and down the country and take current plant and
agricultural crime prevention to their communities. Due to the network, information
on stolen property is being shared quicker, not only to the police but to the public too
via social media and community action days.

CITS WORKSHOPS & CITS CONFRENCE
2018 saw PANIU support two workshops for CITS (Combined Industry Theft Solutions) in partnership with the Metropolitan
Police’s FALCON unit (Fraud And Linked Crime Online) and Action Fraud. The objectives of the workshops were to educate staff
around cybercrime and to reduce the risk of becoming victim of cybercrime. The two workshops ran on 15th June and 28th
September in Central London, plans are already underway for more workshops for 2019, for further information or to book a
workshop please visit www.theftsolutions.org/workshop
PANIU were asked to present at the CITS conference on the 6th November at RBS London, where I spoke about the PANIU
National Police Network, our new crime prevention material and the current theft trends. Sarah Staff from Safer Cash gave an
interesting presentation on the increase in ATM thefts using plant and agricultural machinery.
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CRIME PREVENTION MATERIAL & PANIU VIDEOS
The package currently consists of three crime prevention leaflets, these are ‘Protect your Surveying Equipment’, ‘Protect your
Plant – Hirers Fraud & Theft’ and ‘Construction & Agricultural Machinery Crime Prevention Advice’ for all UK Police forces to use
in their communities. Along with leaflets PANIU have produced 2 education videos & a social media piece. These will be used to
train UK police officers around plant & agricultural machinery & public on how to protect property. Keep your eyes peeled for
them in the very near future.

If you would like to receive any of our crime prevention material please e-mail PANIU at PANIU@met.police.uk

FARM WATCH
Farm Watch has been created to encourage those in rural areas to combat
farm-related crime. The scheme allows Police to work closely with farmers,
warning them about the latest crime trends and what to look out for.

The main aims of Farm Watch are to:
ĥĥ Reduce the opportunity for crime by creating a spirit of
co-operation amongst the farming communities and the police.
ĥĥ Offer crime reduction measures to improve security of main farm building and
surrounding areas.
ĥĥ Make farmers aware of the possibilities of crime that could occur within their area.
ĥĥ Create a fast and effective method of sharing information between scheme members and
the police.
ĥĥ To assist in providing Counter-Terrorism advice to farmers with regard to the secure
storage of chemicals and suspicious vehicles that may be stored in unused farm buildings.
ĥĥ Reduce the fear of crime in the farming community.
The scheme is very much a two way thing and police have received some invaluable
information from Farm Watch Members which in turn has led to the recovery of stolen
machinery from all over the country.
For more information please visit your local police website.

© Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime and Crown copyright, Metropolitan Police Service, February 2019.
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The National Business
Crime Centre
The National Business Crime Centre was launched in October 2017,
NBCC supports officers from all 43 Police Forces, Police Service of
Northern Ireland, the Scottish Business Reliance Centre and other
national specialist units, to act as a conduit for sharing preventative
advice on crime trends nationally. NBCC areas of work fall under three
main strategic strands of Partnership, Intelligence and Prevention.
The National Police Chiefs Council lead for Business Crime and Private
Security Liaison is Commissioner Ian Dyson from the City of London
Police.
A number of Police and Security projects are being launched
nationwide, including a partnership between Sainsbury’s and
Sussex Police looking at using security officers more widely, with
Nottingham due to launch a Community Guarding project similar to
that of Sussex in the near future.
The NBCC website is freely available as a resource for security and
staff in businesses to learn, share and support each other to prevent
and combat crime. Items on the site are split between relevant news
on crimes affecting business and a library of guidance produced
by NBCC, partners and third parties as well as information about
schemes and resources for the business community. We would
encourage all those associated with professional security and crimes against business to be the first to hear the latest news
and developments from the NBCC by going onto the site and subscribing: www.nbcc.police.uk. It has also launched a secure
online ‘Knowledge Hub’, where industry experts and anyone from the world of business or private security can set up groups
to share information and prevention advice under categories such as retail, rural or organised crime, as well as security and
any other popular fields.
Further areas of influence have included the creation of Cyber Protection workshops for small and medium sized
businesses, run in partnership with the National Cyber Security Centre, as well as the first ever international ‘Citizens
Academy’ in partnership with Homeland Security, where leaders from global companies attended six, weekly workshops
hosted at iconic venues including the Old Bailey, U.S Embassy, GCHQ and House of Parliament, to learn about policing
practices, modern challenges and share their skills and experience.
There is so much more work the NBCC are progressing, from reviewing the Community Safety Accreditation Scheme
(CSAS) to develop consistency across all forces, to utilising expertise from policing intelligence hubs around the UK and
working with numerous private industry membership groups and serious and acquisitive crime leads to change the landscape
for how we respond to the organised crime groups currently moving around the UK. They are also looking to create bespoke
training initiatives in 2019, aimed at security professionals within business, to share policing expertise in combatting business
crime together.
Please sign up to the website at www.nbcc.police.uk or email contact@nbcc.police.uk for more information.

For further advice on security marking and registering your property, visit the
Secured by Design (SBD) website www.securedbydesign.com.
SBD is the UK Police flagship initiative that works on behalf of Police & Crime
Commissioners and Chief Constables to deliver a wide range of crime prevention
initiatives.
SBD provides a recognised standard for all security products that can deter and
reduce crime and keep people safe.
SBD’s Police Preferred Specification accreditation is awarded only when
businesses are deemed to meet its rigorous police security requirements.
SBD is the only way for companies to obtain police accreditation for security related products in the UK.
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Statistics
Breakdown of figures between January - December 2018

Readers who are familiar with previous editions of the report will no doubt notice a difference in the format in this edition. The
most obvious difference is probably the absence of year-on-year comparisons. For some time we have listening to feedback from
the industry indicating that they were experiencing higher levels of theft than the figures reflected. On that basis we have taken
the decision to remove the comparison with previous years.
It may also be helpful to highlight how the data is produced. All statistics are produced from PANIU records of stolen
machinery. This data is sourced from a combination of Police National Computer (PNC) records and external notifications from
insurers, loss adjusters etc. The primary purpose of this data is to assist with the identification and recovery of stolen machines,
and for this reason only items where the VIN or serial number has been supplied are recorded.
Failure to record identification numbers of machines is an ongoing industry issue that greatly hinders the likelihood of
recovering it. PANIU have recently launched a crime prevention and awareness campaign urging owners to record information
about their machines in case of theft. In a further effort to improve the data quality, PANIU delivered training to insurer claims
handlers and also redesigned the notification form to make it more intuitive and easier to complete.
By way of illustration, the total number of recorded thefts in 2017 was 2311, compared with 3145 in 2018 (N.B. these statistics
exclude quad bikes, on the basis that historically quad bikes have been excluded from the overall figure). This gives an outwardly
alarming rise of 36% over the previous year. However, further analysis reveals that the rise is due to an increase in the number
of external notifications, and therefore it can be said with some degree of confidence that the increased headline figure is due in
large part to better reporting/notification rather than a genuine increase in thefts.
The most frequently stolen item recorded by PANIU continues to be quad bikes (for agricultural, not recreational, use). Also in
line with historic trends is that mini excavators are the most commonly stolen items of plant, followed by dumpers. A breakdown
of figures by manufacturer is provided below for the most commonly stolen categories, although it should be borne in mind that
this can be distorted by market share, i.e. if a particular manufacturer has a large market share it stands to reason that greater
numbers of their product are likely to be stolen.
The figures show that quads manufactured by Honda account for the majority of bikes stolen in 2018, accounting for 44% of
all thefts notified to PANIU.
Mini excavators manufactured by Kubota are the most commonly stolen, closed followed by Takeuchi and JCB.
Thwaites dumpers account for just over half of all dumpers notified as stolen in 2018, followed by Terex.
John Deere and Massey Ferguson models make up the bulk of tractor thefts, with almost identical theft figures that together
accounted for 50% of all tractors stolen last year.
A breakdown of thefts by force area is also included. London tops the chart, with the Met recording 299 thefts in 2018,
followed by Thames Valley Police. On a positive note, the Greater London area covers over 600 square miles, with a population
in excess of 8 million people, and yet the recorded offences amount to fewer than one per day. Agricultural equipment is
admittedly in fairly short supply in London, but conversely the ever growing need for housing and infrastructure means that the
concentration of plant equipment in the capital is significant.

© Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime and Crown copyright, Metropolitan Police Service, February 2019.
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Theft by Plant Type: January – December 2018
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1

MINI EXCAVATORS

650

2

DUMPERS

463

3

TRACTORS

236

4

ATTACHMENTS

229

5

ROLLERS

201

6

GENERATORS

176

7

SURVEY EQUIPMENT

160

8

TELEHANDLERS

137

9

UTILITY TRUCKS

131

10

RIDE ON MOWERS

80

Theft by Manufacturer: January – December 2018
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JCB

315

2

KUBOTA

254

3

THWAITES

248

4

TAKEUCHI

153

5

JOHN DEERE

151

6

LEICA

133

7

BENFORD/TEREX

123

8

BOMAG

91

9

MASSEY FERGUSON

67

10

ATLAS COPCO

65

PANIU has to date recovered 824 machines, to the value of

£17,043,362.15
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Theft by Police Force: January – December 2018
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250
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ATVs stolen: January – December 2018
Total number of Quads reported stolen = 1046
Compared to 2017 figure = 963
The top 3 makes reported stolen
amount for 72% of all reports

OTHERS
28%
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44%
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9%

YAMAHA
19%
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1

HONDA

455

2

YAMAHA

195

3

SUZUKI

99
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CESAR update
The latest CESAR figures
• 3024 CESAR marked items reported stolen.
• 612 CESAR marked items recovered.
• 20% recovery rate.

612 CESAR marked

items recovered

20% recovery rate

Court round-up
A man who sold stolen plant machinery to
unsuspecting customers on eBay has been convicted.
Richard Andrew Lockie, 32 (10.10.86) of Frensham Walk, Slough was sentenced to 15 months'
imprisonment suspended for 18 months on Wednesday, 27 February at Isleworth Crown Court.
He had previously pleaded guilty to concealing, disguising, converting, transferring or removing
criminal property, namely Thwaites dumpers, by means of selling cloned Thwaites dumpers
(contrary to s327 POCA 2002).
Prosecution Counsel Andrew Evans told the court that in December 2016, the Met's Plant and
Agricultural National Intelligence Unit (PANIU) was contacted by an individual who was looking
to purchase a dumper - a vehicle used to carry bulk material on building sites - which was on sale on eBay for approximately
£7,000. The potential buyer had concerns that the VIN (vehicle identification number) had been cloned.
An investigation was launched by PANIU, which established that the eBay seller's account was registered to a Richard Lockie.
Detectives obtained a list of all Lockie's sales and contacted the ten dumper buyers in order to examine the machine they had
purchased. It was established that every dumper sold by Lockie had been stolen and cloned with fake VIN plates, displaying an
alternative serial number.
A production order was obtained against Lockie's bank account, which showed the purchasers making bank transfers
amounting to over £60,000 to Lockie's account. The money was then swiftly withdrawn from the account in a matter of days.
Enquiries by detectives established that the vehicles had been stolen in 2016 from locations across southern England,
including Hertfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Wiltshire, Hampshire, Surrey and Thames Valley. The plant thieves have not been
identified.
Officer in the case, Detective Constable Anita Sharma, from the Met's
Plant and Agricultural National Intelligence Unit, said: "Lockie cynically
put these vehicles up for sale online when he knew or suspected that they
were stolen, leaving the innocent purchasers out-of-pocket and causing
them much distress and inconvenience.
"The Met's Plant and Agricultural National Intelligence Unit is
committed to tackling plant theft and the criminality associated with it
and I hope that today's result sends out a message that we will always
seek to end the illegal activities of those involved."
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Operated by British Security Industry Association,(BSIA) SaferCash was established in 2007 and represents
about 80% of the industry. The initiative is funded by the members of the BSIA Cash and Valuables in
Transit section (CViT), independent ATM companies and members of the British Banking Association.
SaferCash is a Home Office approved Police and Security
Intelligence sharing initiative and seeks to reduce physical attacks
against the CViT industry, Banks and ATM companies, working in
collaboration with their members and UK Law Enforcement. With
the National Police Chiefs Council, SaferCash aims to strengthen
working relationships in preventing and detecting crime in
partnership.
The unit is staffed by former serving members of the Police
service and has a number of seconded Police analyst and
intelligence officers working within their regional areas. SaferCash
is able to draw together vital information and intelligence. This

a huge impact on communities that rely upon local services

joint initiative assists at an international, national and regional

and available cash. Some of these criminal gangs are utilising

level, working in collaboration to support Police investigations

a method of ripping out the ATM by using plant or agricultural

with analytical crime data for interventions, detections and

machinery. The machinery is often stolen from nearly farms

prosecutions. This works helps to better understand the offending

or building sites on the night of the attack and driven the short

patterns and methods used by these criminals. This in turn draws

distance to the scene of the crime. The damage caused to the

together improved prevention methods helping to reduce the

buildings housing the ATM is always significant and often the

overall risk and cost of these crimes to both industry and wider

building is damaged beyond repair.
SaferCash has been working with industry partners, the

community.
SaferCash retains a specialist knowledge that is used to advise

PANIU and regional Police forces to tackle this offending. We are
asking members of the farming and building

on direct tactical and strategic responses
to threats primarily linked to cross-border
organised crime groups. These crimes present
a risk to physical, financial and the reputational
harm to law enforcement, the private sector
and the public.
In 2017 there was an increase in physical
attacks against ATMs with over 700 offences
recorded. The UK now suffers the highest
number of ATM attacks across Europe,
followed by Germany recording 100 offences

“The ultimate aims of
SaferCash is to tackle
organised physical
acquisitive crime through a
strong working partnership
with UK Law Enforcement
and our CViT, ATM and
Financial Institution
partners.”

community to immobilise their machinery,
by the use of additional physical security
measures, thus preventing the criminal gangs
from stealing the machinery to commit these
dangerous offences. Bordering Police forces
are working together, responding to sightings
of any plant and agricultural machinery being
driven late at night.
SaferCash ask members of the public to
report any suspicious sightings or information
they may have about this offending to the

over the same period. The crimes being
committing in the UK are by offenders who have primarily

Police or Crimestoppers. The ongoing regional Policing activity

adopted the method of ramming and dragging out the ATM

has resulted in the arrest and convictions of many members of

from shops and banks across the country. These offences caused

these gangs. However the work continues in partnership with

significant damage to buildings, creating a loss of services and

industry to reduce and prevent these offences and the publics’

cash dispensing machines to communities who rely upon their

help is vital to support this work.

local network. In 2018 the offending has continued to rise
by almost 60%, with the criminal gangs using a gas method
to blow open the ATM to steal the cash. The impact of such
attacks is far reaching, with the risk of injury to the public and
tremendous damage to buildings. The ATM industry is working
hard in partnership with UK Policing to reduce this offending by
introducing even more physical security systems.
During 2018 this offending has seen more cross-border
organised criminal gangs targeting rural locations, which has

© Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime and Crown copyright, Metropolitan Police Service, February 2019.
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Good news stories from PANIU and the
National Police Network
PANIU
In August 2018 PANIU were made aware of 2 stolen compressors and
a trailer of which had been discovered by Cantrack following a tracker
activation in the London area. The investigation was lead by PC Pilbeam
and over the past 4 months 55 pieces of machinery including compressors,
pressure washers, water bowsers and a tractor (yes a tractor in London!)
have been recovered totalling almost £600,000.00. One arrest has been
made and the investigation is currently ongoing, with at least another 26
items awaiting recovery from across the country.

In November 2018 The International Police Corporation Bureau
of the Polish National Police headquarters awarded PANIU’s very
own DC Anita Sharma a commendation for her work with the
Polish Police force.
During her time on PANIU, DC Sharma has built strong working relationships with
our Polish colleagues, which has resulted in numerous recoveries.

AVON AND SOMERSET
ĥĥ In November a red Honda TRX 250 was stolen from the West Lyng area of Somerset, it was located later that same
day in a nearby village hidden in hedgerow by Officers using the tracking device installed.
ĥĥ A Gator stolen from the Ham/Curry Moor area of Somerset at the beginning of November was located and returned to
its rightful owner within days of being stolen.
ĥĥ In September a stolen trailer was found and recovered by the South Gloucestershire Neighbourhood Team and
reunited with its owner.
ĥĥ In August the South Somerset Neighbourhood Team responded to information from their Community which led to
the recovery of a £35k Tractor, together with a Trailer and Fork-Lift Truck stolen from Taunton in Somerset.
ĥĥ A Quad bike stolen from the Frome area of Somerset in November was returned to its rightful owner within 24 hours
of being stolen due to collaborative working by the Frome Neighbourhood Policing Team and Mendip Response
Officers.
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DERBYSHIRE
ĥĥ At the end of October Derbyshire Constabulary pursued and recovered this telehandler stolen in Derbyshire and made one
arrest.

ĥĥ On 24th November Officers recovered a mini excavator stolen from
Cheshire. The truck was also on false plates. Another successful arrest
made.
In early 2018 Derbyshire officers assisted neighbouring force Lancashire with
the recovery of a stolen Benford Terex dumper. Officers attended the location
and discovered the machine had been ‘rung’ and now displaying a false Terex
sticker and false stamping. After further investigation it was established the
machine had been reported stolen from Huddersfield in 2017.
During 2018 Officers received intelligence of stolen plant being stored on a
local farm, from this the rural crime team collated enough good intelligence
and obtained a warrant for the site. Officers carried out a search of the site
and successfully recovered a JCB. The JCB’s VIN plate had been removed and
original livery replaced, however Officers still managed to identify the machine
and discovered it had been stolen from Nottingham in November 2010.
Intelligence received and developed by the rural crime team, led Officers to
two different sites in Chesterfield, one being a shop selling vehicle parts and the
other an industrial site with rented shipping containers on. In October Officers
from the PANIU Nation Police Network assisted Derbyshire Officers in searching both sites. A search of the shop came up
empty and Officers later found out it had been cleared out the day before! However, the main site in Chesterfield took all Officers
assigned to the operation. Officers successfully recovered three stolen Ifor Williams trailers, Ford transit doors, Two brand new
Ford transit custom vans, an Arc generator, a Ford transit flatbed, a number of ford engines, various stolen vehicle parts, a four
way splitter, a laser plane 125, a Terex twin drum roller, a Brendon power washer, two Ford transit vans, a Thwaites 1 tonne
dumper, a Takeuchi TB210R mini excavator, a generator lighting tower and a Range rover (not forgetting the cuddly toy!!).

You can contact PANIU during office hours by calling 0207 230 7290
or email paniu@met.police.uk
PANIU IS STAFFED BY POLICE OFFICERS THERE TO HELP YOU!

© Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime and Crown copyright, Metropolitan Police Service, February 2019.
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE
For the past 18 months or so PC 2249 Ashley Weller and the Cotswold Wildlife Rural Crime Team, have been digging ditches
and forming bunds around open farm land in the Cotswolds. The work has carried our completely free of charge to the police,
tax payer and land owner by a local plant hire company.
The farms where work has been carried out on were some of the worst hit pockets of land in this area. The offenders were
often poachers, hare coursers and organised crime gang members, who during their mini crime sprees of persecuting wildlife
would also drive onto the land in the search for plant and agricultural machinery. As soon as the ditches and bunds were formed,
there was an instant 100% reduction in offending vehicles entering the land and neighbouring land, preventing offenders seeing
the valuable machinery. To date around 9 Kilometres of these barriers have been formed with many more to follow.

In September 2018 officers from Gloucestershire recovered this stolen telehandler. The machine was located in a barn
following a GPS tracking device activation, the telehandler was displaying false number plates when discovered.

NORTHUMBRIA &
DURHAM
At the beginning of January 2019,
three stolen quad bikes were recovered
as the result of the combined efforts of
Northumbria and Durham Police rural
crime teams and Tracker.
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SOUTH EAST REGIONAL
ORGANISED CRIME UNIT
(SEROCU)
Between September 27th and October 2nd 2018 two
warrants were carried out in the Caterham area by Surrey
Police and Officers from the PANIU National Police Network.
Officers arrested three males and seized a petrol tanker, 2
hot tubs, electric bikes, generator, diggers and £10,000 in cash
amongst other items.
Tandridge Neighbourhood Inspector Dan Gutierrez said
“Operations such as this take many months of planning and
hard work and will hopefully send a message that we do take
this seriously and are proactively targeting organised crime
groups."
He added: “Fortunately we have been able to identify
owners of some of the items we’ve seized as they had been
properly marked by their rightful owners.
Police and Crime Commissioner David Munro said:
“Criminality such as the theft of plant machinery and farm equipment can seriously damage the livelihoods of hard-working
people and cause misery in our rural communities.
Alan Penrith Manager, Regional Disruption Team SE Regional Organised Crime Unit said, “This operation is an example of
partnership working at its best. We were able to bring together a multi-agency team alongside police powers to maximise the
disruptive effect on this serious organised criminality. PANIU were instrumental in achieving a successful outcome. I am always
impressed by their professionalism, expertise and specialist knowledge.”

DOVERPORT
On Thursday 20th September 2018 PC 61 Thwaites of the Port of Dover Police stopped a Polish registered large goods
vehicle pulling a drag trailer. The Polish driver produced a Load manifest showing the contents of the trailer to be a Quad
bike, RIB and Dumper. The driver opened the trailer doors where PC Thwaites saw the RIB with a yellow Cam Am Quad
sitting on the top. It was noted that the rear number plate had been removed from the Quad.
Behind the RIB was a Mecalac dumper truck. The livery had been removed from the bucket of the dumper.
Checks were made on the VIN for the quad which showed it was a stolen vehicle from Wales. The Mecalac dumper truck
VIN was checked with PNC and came back without a result. PC Thwaites contacted the manufacturers, they passed him the
details of the dealer that sold the equipment.
PC Thwaites contacted the dealer and then the owner of the Dumper truck. The owner stated the dumper truck had been
stolen the week before.
The RIB was checked and found to be in order. The Quad and Dumper truck were removed from the LGV and the home
forces contacted.

© Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime and Crown copyright, Metropolitan Police Service, February 2019.
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ACROSS THE WATER
In November 2018, Garda Officers accompanied by Garda Stolen Vehicle Unit carried out a search under warrant at a premises in
Co. Lonford. During the search PANIU was contacted to assist with a number of identity checks for plant and vehicles discovered
at the location. PANIU officers assisted the Garda Officers by searching Police databases and speaking with manufacturers in
order to discover their true identities. Through these serches it was confirmed that 27 items found had been stolen from the UK
and is estimated to total around half a million pound worth.
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Partner News
CANTRACK
Cantrack were made aware of a theft of a mini excavator
from the Doncaster area of South Yorkshire, It was believed
the machine had been stolen in a ram raid style robbery on
a Council Depot and a Security guard had been injured the
previous evening.
Cantrack investigators arrived on site accompanied by the
Police; the machine was tracked using the homing beacon
and discovered behind a derelict farm and outbuildings, the
excavator was still on its trailer.
Both trailer and excavator were recovered by Police for a
forensic examination and then returned to the owner.

WARKS, GLOUCESTERSHIRE
and CANTRACK
At the end of November Cantrack responded to the theft of a customer’s
1 ton dumper taken overnight from a site on the outskirts of Swindon,
the CanTrack tracker fitted to the Dumper was put into theft mode
pending its wake up.
The local Investigator was put on standby to attend and was about
90 minutes away when the unit went live near to Royal Wooton Basset,
meanwhile the support team continued to monitor the unit which then
started to give movement alerts.
At this point the local Investigator was some 20 minutes from the
wake up location as the stolen unit started to move north towards
Cirencester, Cantrack then contacted Gloucestershire and Warwickshire
Police Forces and made
them aware of the incident.
Both forces sent units
into the area and the
persuit continued into
Warwickshire's area
terminating near to
Mickleton where the local
Cantrack Investigator
pinpointed the stolen
machine for the Police
using the homing beacon
to premises on an Industrial
Estate.
Great partnership working
across the borders with
Cantrack.

© Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime and Crown copyright, Metropolitan Police Service, February 2019.
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AUTOMATRICS
On 3rd July 2018 Automatrics Mtrack received a power loss alert from a JCB Airmaster at around 8pm, midway between Cardiff
and Port Talbot. The GPS reports appeared unusual as the customer normally finishes work at 5pm, so Automatrics checked the
GPS positional reports to see if it has been moved once the owner had finished worked. The customer was also contacted who
confirmed the machine was missing.
Automatrics liaised with South Wales Police and directed officers to the GPS signal location, there they discovered the JCB off
a narrow country lane. The machine was recovered by police and seized for a forensic examination.

Stolen Screed Pump Grab Back Recovery Operation - 9 July 2018
On 9th July 2018 a customer contacted Automatrics to advise their Putzmeister M740 trailered concrete pump had been stolen
from a site near Hendon, North London. Staff could see the machine’s location had changed over the weekend and sent a signal
to alarm the Automatrics MTrack.
The signal was traced to a garage behind a block of flats in Willesden Lane and the stolen pump was found inside. Other
suspected stolen equipment was discovered including an Atlas Copco generator, these were further investigating by police.

DATATAG
Quick trailer recovery
Whilst attending a Security Event at a cattle market in Hereford,
Datatag's Nick Mayell took the opportunity to take a quick walk around
the car park and check the trailers which were parked up.
It wasn’t a surprise for him that in less than ten minutes he had
identified, from tell tail signs, a suspect Ifor Williams cattle trailer. No
need to call the police as they were already on the scene as part of the
event so the offending trailer was, much to the owner’s dismay, seized.
Nick’s extensive knowledge of vehicle identification recovery
techniques subsequently
ensured that the trailer
was correctly identified
and the true owner
contacted. Red Star Equity
Insurance were more than
happy with this recovery
as they held title having
paid out on the claim for
the theft several years
ago.

Cheshire recovery
Whilst Datatag’s Police Liaison Managers Nick Mayell and Vince Wise
were hosting a Plant Identification Training Seminar in Newcastle,
Datatag’s 24/7 Contact Centre received a call from a prospective buyer
of a JCB roller and a Thwaites dumper, concerned that the price was just
too good to be true.
Both machines were CESAR marked and registered, making it easy
to trace them on the registration database, this simple search revealed
both had been reported as stolen.
Both machines were located along with a washing plant mounted on
an Ifor Williams trailer which belonged to a company in Gloucester. All
the items found on the CESAR database were flagged as stolen from the
West Midlands area six weeks earlier.
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The Official Construction and Agricultural
Equipment Security & Registration Scheme

HALL OF FAME
Leading OEM’s manufacturers support

Installation by : Import Centre
Models Fitted : Mex Range
Fitted Since : September 2007

Installation by : Factory
Models Fitted : All Construction except
Horticultural & Agri
Fitted Since : November 2007

Installation by : Import Centre
Models Fitted : All
Fitted Since : April 2008

Installation by : Import Centre
Models Fitted : All
Fitted Since : June 2008

Installation by : Import Centre
Models Fitted : All
Fitted Since : September 2008

Installation by : Import Centre
Models Fitted : All Articulated Machines
Fitted Since : January 2009

Installation by : Import Centre
Models Fitted : All
Fitted Since : January 2010

Installation by : Import Centre
Models Fitted : All
Fitted Since : January 2010

Installation by : FINNING
Models Fitted : All
Fitted Since : March 2010

Installation by : Factory
Models Fitted : All Agricultural except
Horticultural
Fitted Since : March 2010

Installation by : Factory
Models Fitted : A5, 6, 7 & 8 Series
Tractors, Gators
Fitted Since : April 2010

Installation by : Import Centre
Models Fitted : U17 &
M-Series
KX080-3 Tractors
Fitted Since : Sept 2010 Aug 2017

Installation by : Factory
Models Fitted : All
Fitted Since : January 2011

Installation by : Import Centre
Models Fitted : All
Fitted Since : January 2011

Installation by : Import Centre
Models Fitted : All
Fitted Since : January 2012

Installation by : Factory
Models Fitted : All
Fitted Since : June 2012

Installation by : Factory
Models Fitted : All T6 & T7 Tractors
Fitted Since : August 2012

Installation by : Factory
Models Fitted : All
Fitted Since : September 2012

Installation by : Factory
Models Fitted : All
Fitted Since : January 2013

Installation by : Import Centre
Models Fitted : All
Fitted Since : January 2013

Installation by : Factory
Models Fitted : Telehandlers only
Fitted Since : March 2013

Installation by : Factory
Models Fitted : Pantera & Groundcare
Fitted Since : June 2013

Installation by : UK Distributor
Models Fitted : All
Fitted Since : February 2014

Installation by : Factory
Models Fitted : ATV
Fitted Since : January 2015

Installation by : Factory
Models Fitted : All
Fitted Since : January 2016

Installation by : Factory
Models Fitted : All
Fitted Since : January 2017

Installation by : Factory
Models Fitted : Drum rollers
Fitted Since : July 2018
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OEM’s providing CESAR as an option
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For further information contact us on: 03 450 700 440
www.cesarscheme.org | enquiries@cesarscheme.org
datatag.co.uk

thecea.org.uk

aea.uk.com

PANIU would not be possible without the assistance and funding from our donors:

PANIU is a specialist police unit dedicated to reducing plant and agricultural theft in association with:

